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Many years ago, the storytellers say, the great King Arthur brought justice to England with the help

of his gallant Knights of the Round Table. Of these worthy knights, there was never one so fearless,

so chivalrous, so honorable, soâ€¦shiny as the dashing Sir Lancelot, who was quite good at

defending the helpless and protecting the weak, just as long as heâ€™d had his afternoon nap.

Behold the very exciting and very funny adventures of Lancelot the Great, as only acclaimed

Arthurian author Gerald Morris can tell them.
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I wonder just how long Gerald Morris can continue to fly under the radar? By all rights the man

should be as well-known and rich as Brian Jacques and the like. His "Squire's Tales" set in the

world of King Arthur are funny, smart, and harbor just the right mix of authenticity and plumb good

writing. They are, however, generally written for older kids. The tween to teen market, if you will. As

a children's librarian, however, I notice that it's often younger kids that are asking for King Arthur

stories. Kids that are reading on their own but still need books that are around 92 rather than 350

pages to sustain their interest. Kids, basically, who just want some early chapter books about

Camelot and the Round Table. Up until now I was up a tree when this sort of request wafted my

way. My children's room has picture books and long chapter books and not much in between for this



particular brand of reader. Now that problem has been solved and it is entirely due to an author who

could not have been a better choice for this subject matter. As the first in his "Knights' Tales" series,

"The Adventures of Sir Lancelot the Great" takes its cues from classic legends and then renders

them not only readable but hilarious.Considered the greatest of King Arthur's knights, not many kids

know that Lancelot was a prince in France before he was a legend. Having heard tales of King

Arthur and his knights of Camelot, Lancelot wanted nothing more than to go and be accepted as a

knight. After accidentally defeating all of Arthur's knights in a tournament, Lancelot is hailed as a

great warrior... which of course gives every young upstart in the territory just the excuse they need

to go and attack him.
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